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LICENSE AGREEMENT

1, [Print Name], the corresponding author, on behalf of all authors ("Author"), hereby
confirm the intention to publish an article in the Nature Cell and Science (NCS) (“Journal”). The
Author(s) grant(s) the Journal the right to publish the following article in NCS.

Manuscript ID:

Article Title:

Authors:

Corresponding Author(s):

Institution(s) of the Corresponding Author(s):

Under this Agreement, the Author(s) grant(s) specific rights to the Journal, subject to the following
clauses, which are applicable based on the individual and collective status of the Author(s) as
government employees of any country in the world:

(1) Material created by US Federal Government employees in the course of their employment is not
subject to copyright, and therefore, the license does not apply. However, the Author Warranties stated
in this Agreement will still apply.

(2) Material created by employees of the UK Crown in the course of their employment shall
automatically be granted a non-exclusive license as provided by this Agreement.

Grant of Rights

1.1 The Author(s) hereby grants to the Journal an exclusive, worldwide, and royalty-bearing license to
publish (i.e., print, publish, sell and otherwise commercially exploit), reproduce, distribute, publicly
display, and store the Article in print, electronic, and any other format or medium now known or
hereafter developed, including digital platforms, databases, and online repositories.

1.2 The Author(s) acknowledge(s) that the Journal may sublicense the rights granted under this
Agreement to third parties, including but not limited to indexing services, abstracting and citation
databases, and other similar entities.

Manuscript Preparation and Delivery

2.1 The Author(s) shall prepare the Article in accordance with the Journal's guidelines and formatting
requirements as provided by the Journal.

2.2 The Author(s) shall deliver the final version of the Article, including any supplementary materials,
to the Journal in the format specified by the Journal. The Author(s) shall ensure the accuracy and
completeness of the Article and any accompanying materials.
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Editing and Production

3.1 The Journal may, at its discretion, make editorial changes to the Article to ensure clarity, coherence,
and adherence to the Journal's publication standards. The Journal shall make reasonable efforts to
consult with the Author(s) regarding substantial changes to the Article.

3.2 The Journal shall have the right to design, typeset, and produce the Article in its chosen format,
including but not limited to cover design, layout, and pagination.

User Rights

4.1 The Journal shall publish the Article in the journal on its online platforms under an Open Access
basis, applying the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License (CC BY-
NC 4.0 https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) to the Article. In the event that the article is
mandated to be published in the public domain, the Author shall notify the Journal at the time of
submission, and the article shall be released under the Creative Commons 1.0 Public Domain Dedication

)

waiver (https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

Copyright

5.1 The Author(s) retain(s) the copyright in the Article subject to the rights granted to the Journal
under this Agreement.

5.2 The Journal shall prominently display appropriate copyright notices on all published versions of
the Article, indicating the Author(s) as the copyright owner(s) and the year of first publication.

Reversion of Rights

6.1 If the Journal determines, at its sole discretion, that it will not publish the Article, it shall notify
the Author(s) in writing within a reasonable time. In such case, all rights granted to the Journal under
this Agreement shall revert to the Author(s).

Representations and Warranties

7.1 The Author(s) represent(s) and warrant(s) that:

a) The Article is original and does not infringe upon any copyright, trademark, or other intellectual
property rights of any third party.

b) The Author(s) have the full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and grant the rights
herein.

¢) The Article has not been previously published, or is currently under consideration for publication
elsewhere, including any versions in languages other than English, and the Author(s) have not entered
into any other agreement that conflicts with the rights granted to the Journal under this Agreement.
d) The Article does not contain any defamatory, libelous, or unlawful content, and does not violate the
privacy rights of any individual or entity.

e) The Author(s) has(have) made substantial contributions to the study design, data collection or
analysis, intellectual content editing, or manuscript writing, which sufficiently justifies authorship
credit for this publication.

f) The Article complies with known scientific and publication ethical standards.

g) If, during the peer-review process, additional relevant data are requested, the Author(s) will comply
with the request.

Indemnification
8.1 The Author(s) agree(s) to indemnify, defend, and hold the Journal harmless from any claims,
liabilities, damages, costs, and expenses (including reasonable attorneys' fees) arising out of any breach
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of the representations, warranties, or covenants made by the Author(s) under this Agreement or any
claim that the Article infringes upon the intellectual property rights of any third party.

Governing Law and Jurisdiction
9.1 This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of Hong Kong.
Any dispute arising out of or in connection with this Agreement shall be subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of the courts of Hong Kong.

The authors understand and agree with the above Publishing Agreement and applicable statements.

All Authors’ Signatures (Handwriting/E-signature) Date
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